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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for reducing wear between^ disc and - a 
rood/write head of a data storage dovicc to improvo a reliability of the data storage devic e 
by st e ps comprising: 

( a) detecting an idle condition of the data storage d e vice; 

{b) raising a fly height of the a read/write head to a maximum setting; 

moving the read/write head while substantially at the maximu m flv height to a 
beginning position: and 
teV lowering the read/write head to a minimum fly height and executing a sweep 
move cycle routine moving the read/write head away fr om the bediming 
position while remaining substantially at the minimum fly heightraad 
(d) lowering the road/writo head to a data transfer fly height upon receipt of a seek 
ee mmand to improvo tho reliability -of th e data s t orage d e vie e, 

2. - 8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) A data storage device comprising: 
a basedeck - oupporting a spindl e motor aas e mb lyj 

a disc with a recording surface having an information track attached to tho spindle 

motor assembly, the information tracl^bcing for d ata storag e; 
a transducer an d a storage medium positionable along two dimensions with respect 
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to each other in a data transfer relationship hoad stack as s embly supported by 
flic bas o do c k and having a road/writo hoad rotationally positionable adjacent the 
recording surface, tho read/write head comprising - a read clement for reading 
data from tho information track and a write olomont for writing data to the 
information track ; and 
a control element executing a move fly height adjusted sweep cycle routine 

provided by steps for reducing w e ar associating a spatial separation between the 
transducer and the storage medium in relatio n to a direction of moving the 
transducer across the storage medium read/write head of tho data storage device . 

10. (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 9, in which the steps for 
rcduoing wear between the - disc and th e road/writ e h e ad of the data s torag e d e v i ce 
c omprising stops of: 

(a ) detecting an idle condition of th e data storage dovico; 

(b) raising a fly height of tho road/writo head to a-maximum setting; 

(c) executing a swoop cycle routine; and 

(d) lowering tho road/writo head to a data transfer fly hoight u p on receipt of a seek 
command to improvo the reliability of th e-d ata storage device associating are 
characterized bv moving the transducer to a beginning position of a move cycle 
while at a flv height that is greater than a nomin al fly height,. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 10, in which the sweep 
e yclc routine of executing stop (c) is oxecutod by steps comprising? 
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(cl) setting a swe e p cyclo timer; 

(o2) moring the road/write to an inner information track of tho disc; 
(i 3 ) lowering tho fly height of tho rcod/writ n T irade 

(o1) aligning the road/writ e h e ad with an outer information track of the disc; 
(c5) raising tho fly hoigbt of tho road/writo hoad to tho maximum setting; and 
(c6) oscillating the rond'wrif" f nr n predeteHBgned period of time steps for 
associating are characterized bv exe cuting the move cycle with the 
tran sducer at a flv height that is less than the nominal flv height, 

12. (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 11, in which the 
r c atiV-Titc he a d of aligning step fe4) is afegfted with tho out e r information track of tho disc 

by otcps comprising: 

(o1a) moving tho rood'writo head from tho innor information track to a first 

information botwoon tho mncr information track and tho outer information track; 
(oib) dwelling on the firot information botwoon the innor information track and tho 

outer information track for a predetermined period of tim et 
(clc) dislodging debris from a recording surface of the disc? 

( ol d) aligning t h e rrnri . 'wn> b n n* ""^ n r ™™* information track between th e inner 

information track and the outer information track; 
(c 4c) dw o lling on the scconri fflfefmafies fraek betweea the inner information track 

and tho outer information track for a predetermined period of timft - 
(df) dislodging debris from tho recording surface of the disc; and 
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(clg) repeating process otcps (|o1a) through ( o1f) for each information track betwe e n 
the inner jftfogRg&es tfOGfe nnH th e mito information track steps for a s sociating 
are characterized bv the move evele moving the transd ucer from an innermost 
portion to an outermost portion of the storage medium while at a fly height that 



is less than the nominal flv height . 



13. (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 12, in which the £*st 
i nformation Trr^ 1r * r "djrirnnt fee mnnr infmmation tra sk steps for associating are 
characterized bv the transducer dwelling at each of a plurality o f data storage tracks during 
the move cvcle . 

14. (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 42 T in which the second 
^ formation track is adjacent tho first information track 1 3 wherein the steps for associating 
are characterized bv the transducer dwelling at a selec ted data storage track for less than 
one complete revolution of the data storage track during the move cvcle. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 12, in which the diso 4s 
rotated by a opindlo motor assembly of the data storage device at a substantially constant 
rotational velocity, and in which tho predetermined period of tim e for dwelling on oaoh 
information trade, botw^n fee >™™ infnrmnrmn rrnnk rind tho outer information track of 
( c1g) i - le ss th a n n rim" f 1 ^ tVin fee te f&tate "Tin revolution 1 3 wherein the steps for 
associating are characterized hv the transducer dwelling at a selected data storage track for 
at least one complete revolution of the data stora ge track during the move cvcle. 
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16. (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 12 , in which tho disc i s 
i ptatcd by a opindlo motor aooombly of tho data storage - dcvioo at a substantially const as t 
r otational velocity, and in which th e predetermined period of time for dwelling on-oaefc 
information track between the inner information track and tbo out e r information track of 
(dg) i: at l ca jt a tin— fef-the-disfrte retate eae revehatea wherein the steps for associating 
are characterized bv oscillating the transducer while at a flv height that is greater than the 
nominal fly he i ght subsequent to completing the move cycle . 

1 7. (Currently amended) The data storage device of claim 1 1 in which the 
rtad'vtTito h e ad o f c digninz T r T i rA ) rr ' 11nntr debris; nnri in which tho prodctemiinod period 
of time of oscillating atop (c6) comprising a time for oxoouting a ooquenco of ohort ooolcs to 
diclodgc the d ebris eeBeoted bb the mnrt/writn head 12 wherein t he steps for associating are 
characterized by moving the transducer to the nominal flv height subsequent to completing 
the move cycle . 

18. (New) An apparatus comprising circuitry configured to spatially separate a 
transducer from a storage medium by a first separation that is greater than a nominal data 
transfer separation, to thereafter move the transducer adjacent a selected portion of the 
storage medium at the first separation, to thereafter lower the transducer to a second 
separation that is less than the nominal data transfer separation, and to thereafter move the 
transducer across the storage medium at the second separation. 

19. (New) The apparatus of claim 18 wherein the circuitry is configured such that 
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the first separation is associated with a maximum operable data transfer separation. 

20. (New) The apparatus of claim 19 wherein the circuitry is configured such that 
the second separation is associated with a minimum operable data transfer separation. 

21 . (New) The apparatus of claim 20 wherein the circuitry is configured such that 
the second separation is substantially thirty percent greater than the minimum operable data 
transfer separation. 

22. (New) The apparatus of claim 20 wherein the circuitry is configured such that 
the transducer seeks from an outer track to an inner track of a rotating disc data storage 
medium at the first separation. 

23. (New) The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the circuitry is configured such that 
the transducer seeks from the inner track to an outer track of the rotating disc data storage 
medium at the second separation. 

24. (New) The apparatus of claim 23 wherein the circuitry is configured further to 
move the transducer from the second separation to the first separation subsequent to 
seeking to the outer track. 

25. (New) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein the circuitry is configured further to 
oscillate the transducer at the first separation subsequent to seeking to the outer track. 
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26- (New) The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the circuitry is configured to oscillate 
the transducer by a series of short seeks. 

27. (New) The apparatus of claim 23 wherein the circuitry is configured further to 
move the transducer from the second separation to the nominal separation subsequent to 
seeking to the outer track. 
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